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MINISTER FOR MINES AND PETROLEUM — NORTH ASIA TOUR 
Statement by Minister for Mines and Petroleum 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [9.08 am]: I rise today to advise the 
house of my upcoming tour to Japan, Hong Kong and China. Western Australia’s mineral and petroleum 
industry has had a long history of trade and investment with our northern neighbours. Japanese investment has 
been critical in the development of Western Australia’s iron ore and liquefied natural gas industries. The 
development of iron ore resources in the 1960s was funded by trade agreements with Japanese steel mills, such 
as that between BHP and Mitsui in 1965 enabling the development of the Mt Whaleback mine. Japan was also 
the recipient of the first exports of LNG from the North West Shelf project in 1989, and Japanese investment has 
aided the development of both the Gorgon and Wheatstone projects. Both projects are worth more than 
$80 billion.  

I will be presenting at the Mines and Money conference in Hong Kong, which is well attended by companies 
investing in mining and exploration in Western Australia. The Department of Mines and Petroleum will have an 
exhibition booth at the conference. My last stop will be China. China and Western Australia have a long history 
as trading partners following the first shipment of iron ore in 1973. The first significant Chinese investment in 
Australia was for a Western Australian iron ore project in the Pilbara, which was a joint venture between 
Rio Tinto iron ore and Sinosteel. This strong relationship continues with China receiving 74 per cent of Western 
Australia’s 513 million tonnes of exported iron ore in 2013. 

Further trade opportunities exist in the export of natural gas, with China currently the second largest importer of 
Western Australian petroleum after Japan. Countries such as South Korea, India, Malaysia and Thailand are also 
important destinations for Western Australian exports. Collectively, Asian nations received 86 per cent of 
Western Australia’s $116 billion worth of merchandise exports last financial year. 

Building on existing trade relationships, there are many future opportunities for Western Australia’s resources 
sector. According to the International Energy Agency, the Asian region will represent 65 per cent of global 
energy growth in 2035. Our mineral and petroleum wealth, combined with our close proximity to Asia, has made 
us natural trading partners. However, increasing competition for global capital means that without the right 
policies, companies will simply look elsewhere to develop resource projects. The purpose of my tour of North 
Asia is not only to promote Western Australia as an investment destination, but also to listen firsthand to the 
thoughts and experiences of companies, ministries, stakeholders and investors. I look forward to reporting back 
to the house at the next sitting of Parliament. 

Before I close, I must talk up Western Australia and the mining industry’s support of the Black Swan State 
Theatre Company’s production of A Streetcar Named Desire, which I attended last night. This outstanding and 
world-class production is directed by Kate Cherry. The performance of the lead actors, particularly Sigrid 
Thornton, was wonderful. I encourage people to attend that wonderful production. 
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